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(a) Theſe divine names, FATHER and'SPIRIT, i looked i in- 
to, will appear entirely calculated to the religion « of grace.;..( in 


which, houuever, there are no more gods, than in the religion of 


nature, only other e n of the one god, agreeable to it): 


wre r being a glorious riſe and advance,, in point of relation, | 


n the ſimple CR ATORs, or GOP, the object of the religion 
nature ; and SPIRIT being a minfifeftation altogether adapted to 


5 broken circumſtances, as fallen creatures, in order, to our re- 


eneration and ſanctification, by communications from THE SE- 


COND ADAM, the head and 1 of the religion of grace, as 

was TIIE FIRST ADAM of the — of nature. ſee my Lec- 
ture on worſhip. p. 28. athr. where this diſtinction, between natural 
and — OS.” is ſtated and e 
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ADVERTIZEMENT. 


a 7 ww! be proper id inſbrm the reader, 
bat the follbuuing letter was put tage- 
ber according to the dute q it, and was 
SEEN 1c/i2ned to have been ſent the community 
4% WRUH 1 7 1s directed in manuſcri Jq ; but the 2 
thor nat being at leiſure to tranſcribe it at that time, 
when it would have been moſt . ſeaſonable, it, has 
laien by ever fince, and: perhaps, had em yet" con- 


, cealed, had not 7 meaſures taken in reſbect 


to the author and his freinds, given him occafion to 
think of it again, and read it in company, who 
earneſtly preſſing the publication, it nouu appears in 
this more public way, as the beſt compenſation for 
buving been ſuppreſſed ſo long. 


all opportunitiesof ſbeuuing themſelves ſuch, do what 
be can, and be by as filent and ai a maybe, 
I "Jak 
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or clamour of bes — 177 ibly þ was 2 ow 7 the 
extravagant ſteps, they have A tommy taken, the 
provocation of this letter ¶ F the inaſfenſſve thing 
can give any) comes too late to influence thoſe 185 
cedings, which went before it, and may be ſaid, in 


4. ſenſe, to have given birth, a ſecond birth, to it. 
What follouus, which 1s found ready intituled to | 


our han s, 15 to be confidered as the text to the let- 
ter; hawng gone over which, the reader mill. ad- 
vance direckiy to the letter itſel If, without needs 
any farther informations, eitber in ! to the 
one, en the uber. eee 


| Landon. 29 july, 1754. . 
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MINUTES OF THE. CHYRCH . 
Meeting in broad fireet, wappin, ax their ebureb 
meeting beld on lords Joy, the 34. Is 8. 


7 = a> ther ſabn rh Our f 


Y Ie clared himſelf « of pr 
cot the perſonal; 1 85 Ys uy 
490 holy ſpirit; that. wy believes Yo 
but one perſon in the godhænd ; — , 10 
clared himſelf of that opinion to 0 k Eg 


It. was agreed, 


. To abide by the article of our faith, re- 
corded in the — book; viz. We belizve that 
ere are three: perſons i * ad: | 


the word, . We: 


one god. * 2 75 
22 e ral. r one ber. 
een only in ie gag the above 
article of our of * 
ä we believe) a | e of the chriſ- 
[ tian religion. Fo N ot 
3. That our br ther . having denied the 
perſonality of the father N, and ſpirit, or the 
| on of the _ is is guilty of hereſy. ws 
| 4» t. 


„ 


| eres of: teomonen, oe | 
4 That-brother fits; be desired not to oh 


ciate as paſtof among us, till he has given us. 


tisfaction of his forſaking his hereſy, nd ares | 
embraced the doctrine of the trinity, or ä 
lity 4 the father, fon, and ſpirit. 


5. Agreed to admoniſh brother rhud2 to for- 
fake his hereſy, and return to the truth; and ap- 
pointed brother a/lchurch,: brother ſcott, and bro- 
ther J gandar, to give the ſaid admonition. 


6. Agreed to lay the above reſolutions before 
the board of miniſters of the particular baptiſt 
perſuaſion, and to defire them to preach hong © . 
us, on lord's days; and appointed -brotheg*ez.e- . - 
liott, and a a t. gandar, to wait W the”, 
board with thee our N — IEG N 
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which i is as the ſtate of the controverſy between 


5 or bunter 


BROAD orgaet, War PIN. 
MV BRET HREN, 4% ; 
ase received your ſtate of my ale; 
nnd, fince it — — e. to 1 
1 rinciples of common equity, 
. or te 1 obnoxious ſhonJd ſpeak 
for themſelves, you will, nouu, in my turn, 1 
doubt, allouu me, to give you mine. 

I need put my ſelf to little expence for method: 
all that i am concerned in, is to follouu you, and 
go over the ſeveral minutes of your pr "io 
the order in which, you have them 0 

And here, the preamble 0! 8 —— ; 


us, challenges tho firſt notices. - .' :! vis 1 
This opens, i obſerve, with che g eneral informa- 
tion communicated to Asch That brother - 
rhudd--had declared 4 5 of e eee | 
of the er ſonaltty_of the father, on, and holy ſpirit: 
which i muſt be ſo free as to — thy entrance 
on theſe remarks, iza miſtake in hoth rs # hea it. 
For firſt, The matter of fact᷑ is wrong: i had not 


| mm r of ſuch n. all that i 65 at 


ne. 
ligence comes, was, That i ſhould not ſcruple to at- 
Khouuledge, that what my brother, dr. rhudd, bad 
dttlixered in the paper there read, reſpecting the do-o·e-－r 
trines of the divine being, and the mediaior, was, | 
in the main, no more than what i could ſubſcribe 
my ſelf, if i was called to it, or the ihe. but the 
miniſters never put me to the trial, never called, 
me to the fubſeription; hut faſtened upon me at 
once, from this diſtant acknouuledgement, and 
excluded me immediately with my brother, as 
having abſolutely declared my ſelf; and took the : 
liberty accordingly to hand it very officiouſly about 
the touun, that ĩ had declared my ſelf (a). 
And then agairi, As to the doctrine, that is miſ- 
repreſented. for as i never did declare my ſelf of 
hrinciples deſtructive of the perſonality of father; 
ſon and ſpirit; ſo neither could i make any ſuch 
declaration, without belying my ouun judgement:? 
for i do not conceive my ſelf of ſuch principles. «< | | 
auun the perſonality of the father, n and fþ1rit, 
tbr ought i knouu, as really as any trinitarian in the 
world. e and ſpirit, i conceive, are names 
of god, or the one divine perſon, under two charac- 
ters or titles; and the ſon is the mediator, and there- 
fore a perſon, to be ſure, and a diſtinct one too. my 
principles are indeed deſtructive of all diſtin nu- 
merical perſonality in god, but not of perſonality 
in general. and even the frinitarians, you knouu, 
after they have exhauſted themſelves in proving 


the diſtin. perſans: af furber, /on and ſpirit, are 
ferced to acknouutedge one eflence;/ whereas we 


fay, as the only oway to ſecure the divine un- 


Ar: "715 © 7 \ 0 c 21 Fo ; 12 Ty 1 L r * Tin 10 1 
2); This affair full light in A letter, referred in mare 
ND 
* - Ws; 


(2) 


that there. is not ok one e 

Hel too. they ſay there is one W ile 17 
which fundamental we agree 

add, that there ſubſiſt in this one 155 wine ng 
three diſtinct divine perſons, 5 the three p 
ſonal names, father, ſon, and , We. ay, a 
there is but one eſſencẽ᷑ in the divine ing, Nei- 
thei is there more than one 15 (5); which one 
perſon is vatiouſly conſidered in the compals of re 
velation; being ſometimes repreſented under one 
character, and ſometimes under another; ſome 
times und er this title, and ſometimes under that: 
as for. ce, here he;is ſpoken of as-a fuer 
and fortreſs, and repreſented. under all the names 
of military.defence; there he is {ct forth 85 by 
herd, as. inveſted. with all 1 the. ry, and pro- 
vidence of that tender character; ſometimes be 
is repreſented. under the. nearer relation l 8 v7 
ther; at other times he 1s; held forth as @JÞur; 
23, yell. in 1 5 to us, as in his ouun nature. 
55 . nouu, to clap 755 


7 ae WIND thi 
10 1 pf 


TOR ae abe besen OP. 
$454 o#/ ESSENCE aa /PERSON, whicttis:the 
iy an of the trinitarian ſcheme, is i 


En $ 25 _ the 2 knouu nothin rm main it ; ; when they 


and 


(8) 


und compals, ) are thoſe of father and ſririt 
which i account for thus : god is a father, fri 
in reſpect to chriſt, by begeting him, that is, pro- 
ries his mediatoral perſon ;. ( Which, i am 
confident, is the true ſcripture notion of the gene- 
ration of the en) and in him god is 4 father to 
us, his members: god is a ſpirit in his pouuerful 
operations on him, and on us through him, in 
| Tepeneration and ſanctiſication. 
Theſe, brethren, are my principles concerning 
the perſonali of father, ſon, and ſpirit; which 1 
cannot apprehend according to, you, deſtructive 
of that doctrine, but onthe contrary ſtrongly aſſer- 
tive of it: though they are confe! edly deſtructive 
of their diſtinct preciſe perſonality, i in an afhana/ian 
fenſe. unitarianiſmis as though a man ſhould aſſert 
(forgive the inequality of the compariſon) That 
the king of great britain, franceand ireland, the 
duke of brunjwick, and lunenburgh, the atch treaſu- 
rer and elector of the holy roman empite (the ſe- 
veral titles of his preſent majeſty found on his coin) 
was all the while but one ſingle individual per- 
ſon. and the charge of the trinitarians againſt the 
unitarians is, as 5 one 8 complain, That 


the above contender, would not trul Tenloais the 


king of /rance, or the king of irelend, or the duke 
of feet athr. to be any of them perſons, be- 
cauſe he did not make them as many diſtinct per- 
tons as they ſuſtain titles diſtinct from that 


king of great britain. but with what face can 


ſuch an objection be ſupported ? and what room is 
there to ſay, That the duke of brimferck is nat 


as much a perſon, as the king of great britain, 
b pore om hum, but 


becauſe he is not a diſtinct perſon 


indeed, the very ſame perſon under another ti 
furely | 


„ 
« * 


; N | 


(9) 


ſurely his being the ſame perſon, proves him-tobe 
a true perſon, as much as though he was a diſtin 
perſon : though his being the fame perſon is, in- 
deed, it is plain, an eternal denial of his being a 
diſtinct one; for, you will obſerve, it is the very 
eſſence of our argument, that there is but one per- 
ſon in god (c). And we refer all the names, by 
which god has revealed himſelf to us in ſcripture 
(as we ſhould, though they were as many more 


J. in this fine repreſentation ? you ſeem to take no 
„ vine title and cha- 


"20% 1 
father ang ſpirit.) and one mediator beten god 
aud men, {which one mediator alſo ſtands de- 


Various names (d) 3; the moſt 7 e ign ing 
| A 3 among 


) See ſ. paul's epiſt. to hebreuus begin. where the ſon or mediator, 

is faid-to- be THE BRIGH TNESS- OF GLORY in himſelf,” in 
to his nature and office, and THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF 

1 FATHER'S, ot the divine being's, PERSON : Tus vTo5a- 
Fier aur, not Tor Uno aciw! v7. l 
(c See pouuell's concordance, among the ſupplements of which, 
you have one laid out, in puting together the names and 8 


| (1009 
among which, is, it may be, that of the ſon) hz 
0 F | 

And here i recolle& my felf, and gather up the 
argument with this additional retort: no body ever 
ſuppoſed the mediator was more than one, and 
yet we find he ſtands repreſented under various 
characters and titles; why then ſhould any mul- 
tiplicity of names be thought to argue a plurality 
in god? for if it is a juſt and conſiſtent way of 

_ expoſition to refer all theſe different titles to one 

| mediator, why may not all the titles by which 
god ſtands deſcribed be allouued to centre, as cur- 
rently, in one god? for as it is the ſecond great 
principle in the world, That there is but one medi- 
tor between god and men; ſo it is the firſt, That 
there is but one god: and why both aſſertions ſhould 

not be underſtood by one lauu of interpretation, 
and be made indifferently to ſignify one perſon 
(and not one refered to eſſence, and the other to }, 
perſon) i confeſs, i cannot apprehend, 

So'then, in this ſtate of the caſe, the controverſy 
lies in a narrouu compaſs, and ſtands in ſhort thus: 

The unitarians ſay, That there is one god, de- 
ſcribed in ſcripture by a great variety of titles; 
as they conceive he muſt needs be, 10 expreſs 
the extent of his love and relation {0*his peo- 
ple, and his care and providence ove them, in 
order to their guidance here, and their ſalvation 
hereafter; among which, thoſe of father and ſpirit 
are of reigning note: all which are ſtill. entirely 
conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt perſonal unity. And 
TIE CHRIST; and Who doubts, but 2s large a colleQion-might 

be made in geting together the titles of THE GOD. : and w 
room is there to believe, that either the one or the other ſuggeſts 
any plurality of perſon, either in zeſpect to che mediator _— 


fr) 

That there is, one mediator between god and 
men, the man chriſt qeſuz; who, alſo, for the 
ſame reaſons, in his wegſure, ſtands characta- 
rized by various titles, without involving any 
multiplication of being dt perſonality, among 
which that of the ſan is found for one. And 

That this is lije eternal, to knouu this only true 
god, and jeſus chriſt, aubom he hath ſent. ._ 

. Whereas the trinitarians, on the other hand, 
pretend, That there is one divine eſſence, in 
which there ſubfiſt three dictin& divine perſons, 
conſcious minds, or intelligent agents; who are 
deſcribed in ſcripture by the perſonal names, the 
father, the ſon, and the ſpirit: That the father 1s 
fons deitatis, of himſelf, begoten of none, procede- 
ing from none; athy. that the ſon is begotten of 
the eſſence of the father by eternal generation, and 
that the ſpirit procedes from the father and the 
ſon by an ineffable act of ſpiration (e). And. 
That there is beſides, one mediator, the lord 
jeſus chriſt, who is god and man, in hypoſtatical 

union. And, which is worſe than all the reſt, 

That he, who does not believe all this, is a 
heretick,, and cannot be ſaved; as will appear by 
the ſequel of theſe remarks, in which it is nouu 
high time that i advance, | 4 he 
But before i do this, i muſt beg leave juſt to ob- 
ſerve, That the declaration of my ſelf of that opini- 
on to the church, with which i am charged in 
the cloſe of the preamble, is to be underſtood in 
the ſenſe in which i have here explained it; 
that is, that i believe one god, or one divine per- 
ſon; andone mediator; or one mediatoral per ſon: 


be See ths greed af abus. | 


- 


* N . „ 
„. et >, < HH SS 


on their information. though afterwar 


(12) 

the one the object of all divine worſhip, and the 
other the medium of it. this is what i avouu. as 
to declaring my ſelf of principles deſtructive of 
the perſonality of the father, ſon and ſpirit, i dif- 
ouun it: i am not of any ſuch principles, nor did 
i ever declare my ſelf to be fo. © 

And i fay farther, That that declaration which 
1 gave 1n to the church, the evening of the date 


of theſe minutes, was the firſt time, that i ever 


peremptorily declared my ſelf an unitarian. as to 
what paſſed at the coffee-houſe, between the mi- 
niſters and my ſelf, it was as above recited.: / 
and therefore they proceded upon an inſufficient 
bottom, in excluding me; as did the church, in 
ſome meaſure, in their firſt procedings g_ me, 

8, that is, 
at this church meeting, i Was, i confeſs, as good 
as my word, and, being called to it, did flatly ac- 
knouuledge my principles. and ſo far am i from 
being aſhamed of them, that i here acknouu- 


ledge them again: One god, in one mediator 
(as typified of old by the /hekinab in the temple ) 
is, i apprehend, the great ſubſtance of all re- 


vealed religion (g). 


Thus much for the preamble : unleſs i ſhould 
add (and it will be thought not ſo fair, perhaps, 
if 1 ſhould take uo notice of it;) that only the laſt 


(f) As to what paſſed at the horſe-ſhoe, you were witneſſes your 
ſelves to that, and may remember, That after having given you the 
whole proceſs of my mind in reſpect to the doctrine, 1 told you that 
1 was not, after all, abſalutely ſettled ; adding houuever withal, that 
if i was obliged to give my immediate determination, i could not but 
pronounce for UNFTARIANISM. 47" RP Oh 
_ (8) As there was but one temple, ſo but one SHEKINAH ; and 
2 could as ſoon admit more ON r than one, as 1 can 
more divine perſons than one; more mediums as eafily as * ob- 
jects of worſhip ; and i charge them both upon ROME, from 
whence they both originally came, and where they are both till found. 


part 


(13) | 
part of it is a juſt ſtate: of my caſe ; viz. That 
; believe there is but one perſon in god; and, That 


i dec ared my ſelf of that opinion to the church : both 
which, that is, the principle it ſelf, and the de- 


Claration of it to the church, i acknonuledge ; 
while i diſouun all principles deſtructive of the 
perſonality of the father, ſon and fpirit, and, at 
the ſame time, deny having ever made any decla- 
ration of that kind, either at the coffee-houſe, or 
elſewhere. 4 7 5 
On this, you procede to recite the article of 
your faith on this head, recorded in your church 
book, which is, it ſeems, this: 3 
Firſtly. Ve believe that there are three perſons in 
the godbead, the father, the word, and the ſpirit ;_ 
and that theſe three are one god: adding, your 


- reſolutions 5 abide by this conſiſtent princip 


a Itle 5 3 
People may, indeed, abide by what they will; 


On which i would take leave to remonſtrate 


nothing is more certain, than that there is a na- 
tural tenaciouſneſs in men to received and avauued 


principles: and much more when they are thoſe 
of old education, and the faſhionable doctrines 
of the age and nation in which we live. + 
But give me leave to inquire here: a 
Do you underſtand what you reſolve t abide 
by ? or do you reſolve to abide by, you knouu not 
what.? you think it ſufficient, it may be, like 
the reſt of the good catholicks, ' that this is the 
prevalent opinion of the church ? you have re-. 
ceived it, you knouu nat why, and are reſolved, 
for no other reaſon, to maintain it? i cannot but 
think, that if people did but well conſider what 
trinitarianiſin is, half the retainers to it, inſtead 


of abiding by it, muſt renounce it, On 
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On which i would ask farther, Can you main- 
tain it? houu perſons ſhould underſtand what is 
incomprehenſible, i cannot ſee; and houu they 
ſhould defend what they cannot underſtand, i ain 
as little able to ſay. but houuever, abide by 16 

it ſeems, you will: that is, i ſuppoſe, you a 9 | 
reſolved to be trinitarians, at all expence; though 
you are obliged, at once, to ſacrifice ſenſe; 
reaſon, and revelation. but i will not puſh the 
argument. i do not affect᷑ to triumph over my op- 
ponents : all that i am ambitigus of is to convince? 
them, or rather, to put them in a way. of convince- 
ing themſelves. for, certain it is, while people afe 
obſtinately reſolved to perſiſt in what they have 
Once. declared themſelves for ; never, allouuing 


chemſelyes room to conſider whether it is defen- 


N or not, there is little hopes of doing any 
thing With them: the ſtrongeſt argunients are” 


loſt on ſuch. my advice t6 you therefore,” my 


bethren,. is. (a practice in which, i have my ſelf 
g Me before you, if that will recommend it) That 
you would diveſt your ſelves for a moment, of 
ms favorite article of your. creed, and havin 
reduced your ſelves to 2 proper ſtate of indiffer- 
ence and neutrality, take up that idea or appre- 
henſion concerning the divine being, which, on 
calm and ſedate refleftion, you can think moſt 
worthy of him, moſt conſiſtent with him; with- 
out the leaſt regard to the previous foreſtallments 
of education (MY). U This 
{b) If it be faid, Thi is. tg renounce revelation, and turn. NA- 
TURALIST or DEIST at once. anſwer. nothing leſs : for I do not 
urge to a naked, ſimple abſtra c inquiry into, and conception of the di- 
S of anere reals and in negleg revelation, - 
but in conjunction with it, reaſon and revelation {hou 3 ä 
in all divine inquiries: whereas the unhappineſs ſtill is; thatanoſk people 
either renounce revelation, and take up with naked reaſon q ux in the 


2 
W 


o 4 4 


(15) 

This is the method which i have taken with 
my ſelf, not only, as i hinted, in reſpect tothe / 
ſingle doctrine in diſpute; but alſo, with regard 
to the whole. body of my religious principles. 
i believe my ſelf to have come into the world 
without any ideas, as. blank as the paper on 
which i write; and, becauſe i was not aware of 
the impoſition, i doubt not, but many unreaſon- 
able intruſions took poſſeſſion of me before i was 
in a poſture of defence, or capable either to keex 
them out at all, or preſently to eject them after 
entrance. this therefore has been the work of 
my maturity (if i have yet arrived at maturity) to 

deveſt my ſelf again, and ſtrip my felf naked 
as in the day i was born, in regard to ſpeculative 
principles; to go to god in this ſtate of indiffe- 
rence and ſuſpenſion ; and, laying my ſelf at his 
feet, to.cry mightily for the effuſions of his divine 
{> AFCoirit to imprinciple me afreſh with a ſyſtem 
of pure and ſound knouuledge, ſuch as he would 
not condemn, ſuch as was agreeable to him, the 
firſt great intellectual (1). | 


But 
| * | | ü — 
room of reaſon, take up with education; and inſtead of revelation, 


i 
VEE admit old traditionary pe whereas, to be ſure, a cautious, | 
wary exertion of ſanctiſied reaſon in the ſtudy of revelation, is the | 
only great expedient to the acquiſition of true divine knouuledge. | 
(i) This, it will be ſaid, perhaps, is the buſmeſs of regeneration. 
and it is true, in ſome meaſure, it is ſo : that great work is, in a 
ſenſe and degree, A MAKING ALL THINGS NEUU: but he 
who ſuppaſeth, that when he was regenerated he was made perſect, 
in reſpe& to doctrinal principles, confuteth himſelf in the very fup- 
polition. No, i promiſe you, though regeneration be the firſt ftep 
towards ion, in all its branches; yet it is a great way re- 
moved it in the laſt, and utmoſt term of it in any of them. 


all the knounledge that js neceſſary to regenerition, leh, i ge 


. 


But as you, my brethren, with the reſt of the 
catholic church, may, poſſibly, in due time, 
receive the reſult of my whole attainment, in re- 
ſpect to doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and con- 
verſation, or civil life, (the four great branches 
of the chriſtian regard) ſo i think my ſelf more 
immediately concerned, at preſent, in giving you 
my thoughts in reſpect to the particular doctrinal 
article before us. this i have indeed done al- 
ready, in a looſe and general way, but ſhall not 


think much to do it again, ſomething more at 


large, and ee 

I believe then (call it my confeſſion of faith, 
if you pleaſe) That the divine being is but one 
ſubjectum, ſuppoſitum, hypoſtaſis, or perſon: or, 
which is the ſame thing with me, That tbere is 
but one god. | | 

That this one god exiſted and dwelt alone from 
all eternity, while yet none of thoſe ſeats of refi- 


* 


dence or orders of being, the inhabitants of them, 


were produced, in which he has ſince thought fit 


to ſheuu himſelf. | 


That the employment of the divine being is he- 


yond a finite mind; all that 1 can conceive of it is, 
That he was happy in the injpyment of his ouun 
divine perfectians, and in the fore vicuus of his 


future 


hend, in a narrouu compaſs ; and is perhaps reducible to theſe 
grand principles; That the ſoul be convinced, that he is in an undone 
eſtate by nature: add, withal, the way houu he came there (with- 
out which 8 the general knouuledge cannot, i think, ſo well 
ſubſiſt) and 


as god's great ordinance for ſalvation. conſiſtent enough with 
which fundamental truths, a ſoul may certainly hold many an under 
and circumſtantial error, as is abundantly evident if we have not 
impartiality enough to let us ſee in our ouun experiences; yet, we can 
* i preſume, find ſufficient diſcerning to tell us in thoſe of 
others. a 


© 


g led to an acquaintance with the lord jeſus chrift, 


| 


(5 
Future diſcoveries of himſelf in creation and pris 
wvidence, *. LEY | e 
Wat when es divine being had thus dwelt 
alone, as long as his ſovereign pleaſure thought fit 
to direct, be did, ry ſome = of eternity, un- 
knouun;to, and indeterminable by us, create (k), 
and take into glorious union (1) with himſelf, 
an bumane nature; ſm) as the great exemplar 
and medium by and through whom he would go 
forth, and ſheuu himſelf, more or leſs, in the cre- 
ation and providence of all his numerous after 
and under creations. | | 
That, as to this produttion, 2 ng of it 
firſts in reſpect to its metaphyſical eſſence or ſub- 


ftance, it is neither divine, nor angelical, but pro. 


perly humane. conſidering it 2. in reſpect to the 
att of production, or begeting, i call it the ſon of 


k) There are perhaps no leſs than three generations, er | 
of K ſon, ſpoken Ki in e : the firſt i apprehend refers to his ſpi- 
vitin eternity; which may therefore be called his eternal generation; 
the ſecond to his body, in the fulneſs of time; which is fpoken of in 
terms of this nature by the angel in his annunciation of the bleſſed 
irgin ; the third, is to be underſtood of his reſurrection. and 
e is the higheft propriety, i conceive, for this denomination in 
xꝛeſpect to each of theſe: as to the creation of his ſpirit, that was calling 
him into his firſt exiſtence, and ſo a begeting to be ſure: as to 
the ſecond, that may alſo evidently bear this denomination," in 
reſpe& to its ouyn proper ſubject the body: and for the third, as 
it was ring a perſon to life before dead, fo there is the ſtrongeſt | 
reaſon for denominating this by the appellation. | 
} (J) As it A to declare the nature of the lord jeſus chriſt 
5 } that he is called MAN; ſo it is evidently in reſpect to this union 
with, and aſſumption into the divine being (or, as i would rather 
yet ſpeak, overſſouuing of the divine being upon him, in his unction, 
.as THE CHRIST OF GOD) that he is ftiled, as he is in his whole 
perſon, THE MAN, THE LORD OF HOSTS' FELLOUU. 
[m) That is, the intellectual and rational part of the humane 
nature, or the ſpirit; the corporal part not being aſſumed till it was 
received of mary, the virgin, nouu about ſeventeen hundred years 
fince. >-- A BODY HAST THQU PREPARED ME. 
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1 
god (n). vieuuing it 3. in regard to the offices this 
glorious perſon ſuſtains, he is called the męſiab, or 
chriſt ; jeſus, or ſaviour ; lord, or mediator ; athr. 
. That the divine being injoyed this perſon fit, as 
the begining of his ways, the firſt born of my 
7 


. 


dr ILY OUS rie ein. DA an 

gde the one divine perſon, in the — | 
tion of. b1mſelf to ut, in bis revealed word, deals 
2511 his people through bis ſon; and is accbrd- 

ingly, exbibited under various perſonal cbaracters, 

firſt, in reſpect to him [the ſon] and then, through |, 
bim, in reſpect to them: his people]. tk. 

— That theſe perſonal charaFers, aſſumed by the. 

divine being in-reſpett of his conduct towards his. 

fon, and his members; are reducible to two beads; a 
aud may be conſidered, eitber a5 names of rela- 

tion to his ſon, and through him to his people: or, 

as: titles of operation upon him, and upon them, 
r e 


Wat the ſummary name of relation, by which ' ||| * 


the divine being flands exhibited, is that of 
father; the diſtributive names under this head are 


4 - 


n) To make the title THE SON OF GOD the name of a 

divine perſon, ſeems the molt diſtant forced, and unnatural expoſition 

in the world to me. for,” it ſhould. be obſerved, though this term 

SON, when applied to creatures, may perhaps, beſides the primary 

idea of derivation, connote alſo the ſameneſs of nature with the father; ; 

yet it is impoſſible it ſhould involve this ſecondary idea when applied {| 

to god. for there is hut one god: who has no ſecond, under the 

relation of SON, or to whom he is A FATHER, in this groſs natural 

ſenſe.” the general meaning of the phraſe SON OF GOD: therefore 

muſt be, one who derives his being from god; and not one who is 
coeſſential with him. thus it is applied to CHRIST, angels, and men; 

who, i make no ſeruple to ſay, are all the ſons of god indifferently, 

conſidered as his productions: though it is yet confeſſedly the great 

glory of chriſt to be the divine Tather's ONLY BEGOTEN 

SON in reſpe& to the time, mankter, and nature of his generation. 
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once eonceived a prejudice. 


(19) 
all other" titles. of relation in the while 'compaſs-of 


ſcripture; ſuch as, husband, fbepherd, ach- 


That the primary name of opetation' is, that of 


ſpirits the ſecondary and parallel numes under this 
bead, are /ach as, arm of the lord, finger of god, 

pouuer of che higheſt, athr. (0) 0 
Thal all theſe cbaratters; as well thoſe of operati 
on, as theſe of relation (i repete and inculcate it) 
as they fit centre in the fon; (who poſſeſſes the di- 


vine being father and ſpirit without (p) meaſure} 6 


they frocede through him, and fue, in this channel 
and under this direfion, upon the elect his members, 
But, becauſe the titles of farber and ſpirit are 
what ſeem moſt inſiſted on in ſcripture, and are 
indeed the only perſonal names which the rrini- 


rarians ſuppoſe expreſſive of diſtinct divine perſo- 


nality (for i reckon /n quite out of the queſtion, 
being accounted for another way, which will 
ſtand, i warrant it, till it is overthrouun); it 
may be thought to concern us a little to con- 

lo) It will ap] r from hence, That thoſe who ſay we deny the A 
ſonality of SPIRIT, {whichit ſeems is become As 
proach abroad) either do not underſtand us, or are not much afraid of 
e, hey might as well, and with equal juſtice, charge 
us withdenying the perſonality of THE FATHER too. for, meme | 

1 


\ 


is, we deny all plurality of perſon in the divine being: and make a 
the divine perſonal names terminate in one and the ſame divine perſon, 


the TOIIAN and the OEL] conſidering them as aſſumed on diſ- 
ferentconfiderations : FATHER, for ipſtance, being nothing more with 
us than an expreſſion of love and relation; SPIRIT no other than an 
exhibition of pouuer and operation. as to'THESON we conſider him as 
the common obſect, centre, and medium both of the one and the other; 
that is to ſay, both of relation and operation. If this is a tau- 
tology (as for ought i knouu it mor) i hope it will be forgiven. me; 
[4 . . . 4 N 
ſeeing i have to urge in excuſe, the perverſeneſs of thoſe who are 
refolyed' never to underſtand a man right, againſt whom they have 


(p) That is, ſtands more intimately. related to the divine being 


as A FATHER, and receives more abundantly from him as A 


SPIRIT, than any, or even all, his members. « Sp 
| & 2 fider, 
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(20) 
fider, and clear up this matter: and ſheuu on 
the one hand, Heuu inconſiſtent the trinitarians 
are with themſelves, in making theſe only of fa- 
ther and ſpirit proper perſonal names, neglect- 
ing at the ſame time, as quite out of the queſtion, 
thoſe other names, which are equally ſo in nature 
and reality, though not indeed of equal rank and 


dignity : and, on the other hand, Houu conſiſtent 


the unitarians are, in ſeting aſide theſe, in com- 
mon with the other perſonal names, by which god 
is revealed; and reſolving them all indifferently 
into an unity and ſameneſs of perſon. "a 

Nouu let us inquire, What reafon can be given 
why the other perſonal names, by which the 
divine being ſtands deſcribed in ſcripture, ſhould 
not be thought as particularly expreſſive of di- 
ſtinct perſonality, as theſe of father and ſpirit ? 

There is no reaſon, that i can conceive of, 


which can be alledged, in this caſe, ſave this on- 
ly; that the names of father and ſpirit are, of 


all others, moſt expreſſive of god's relations to his 
people, and his operations upon them, in the 


concerns of falvation. * ' | 


II. ay, of god's relations to his people, andhis 


operations upon them, in the concerns of ſalva- 


tion; as ſuppofing, that the whole of our concern 
with 175 ro * to the 72 of ſalvation. 
and, even while i was a trinitarian, i ſuppoſed, that 
though there were indeed three divine perſons in the 
unity of divine efſence; yet that their mode of ſub- 


* fiflence and mutual names, in reſpect to one another, 


were utterly unknouun and, that thaſe of father, 
ſon, and ſpirit, were only adopted ones, and titles of 
office, aſſumed in reſpect to the oeconomy of ſalva- 
tion: jor, as to the ſuppeſition that god exiſted in æ 

| | Eri 


(21) 
trinity neceſſarily from all eternity, in the manner 
. that the athanaſians deſeribe, the father being fons 
' Jdeitatis, and the ſon begoten of the father, 6 
eternal generation, and the ſpirit proceding from 
the father and the fon, by ineffable ſpiration; i 
will maintain it, there are not greater abſurdities, 
in all the theogeny of the heathens themſelves, nor 
madder reveries even in all their mythology. }] © 
But who ſees not, houu weak and inconc]u- 
five this conſideration is, though granted? | 
For, ſuppoſing theſe perſonal names of father 
and ſpirit are moſt expreſſive and comprehenſive 
of all others, under which the divine. being has 
revealed himſelf; yet this conſideration will not 
neceſſarily ſettle perſonality upon them, any 
more than upon any other of the perſonal titles 
by which he ſtands expreſſod; and therefore, why 
they ſhould be faſtned upon, and made names of 
diſtinct individual perſonality, while the reſt are 
| > neglected, i ouun, i cannot ſo well ſee. for, tell me, 
are not huſband, and arm of the lord, as much 
, perſonal names as father and ſpirit? why then do 
nat we conceive of diſtinct divine perſonsdeſcribed 
by theſe characters too, as well as by thoſe of 
ather and ſpirit? for it is not, it ſhould be ob- 
\ ſerved here, the dignity of a perſonal name, or 
the frequency in which it may occur, ariſing 
m from the dignity of it, that will neceſſarily prove 
| a diſtinction of perſon.” one perſonal name is as 
truly expreſſive of perſon as another, though 
there may be ever ſo much diſtance and difpro- * 
partion in the dignity of the titles themſelves. as 
| for inſtance, to reſume the example above, duke of 
| 6runfwick is as much a perſonal name, as king of 
' great britain, though nat a name of equal dig- 


nity; 


(22) 


nity ; and, to join a natural inſtanct to the civil 
one, brother and uncle are as really perſonal names 
in nature, as father and huſband,” though not of 
the ſame rank: ſo biſband, and arm af the lord, 
among the divine titles, are as truly perſonal 
names as father and ſpirit: why then do not each 
of theſe perſonal names receive the acknouuledg- 
ment due to them? and: houw is it, that we have 
no} before nouu heard of god 2e higſband, ind 
god the arm; as well as of god the father, and god 
the ſpirits for my ouun part, i can ſubſcribe the 
one as well as the other; and indeed all of them 
indifferently and without any ſcruple, in my ouun 
ſenſe, and yet make but one god, that is, one di- 
vine perſon all the while 
As this ſtate of the caſe lets us ſee, on the one 
hand, the partiality and prejudice, the lameneſſ 
and abſurdity, of the trinitarians in inaintenance 
of their hypotheſis, in throuuing out ſome perſo- 
nal names or titles, and admiting others, to 
make up juſt their fond trinity; ſo it exhibits, on 
the other hand, the eaſe and genuineneſs, the 
nature and freedom, the uniformity and confi- 
ſtence, of the unitarian ſcheme : in that we ac- 
count for all the divine perſonal titles upon one 
thorough uniform principle. we ſay god is @ fu- 
ther, a buſband, a: ſhepherd, a judge, a ſpirit, 
athr. athr. athr. and yet ftill but ofie god all this 
While, that is, one divine perſon. 15 £ 
We ſay, the mediator is 2 ſavuiour, or à jeſus; a 
meſſiab, or a chriſt; a lord, or god za brother, a freind, 
athr. athr. athr. and yet ſtill but one mediator all 
this while, that is, one mediatoral perſon. 
But it will be objected; All is not right yet: 
there is legerdemain and underhand work till it 
" 3" 


(23) 
is to be feared, at bottom, in this ſame | unitari-. 
auiſin, as you call it, though you boaſt ſo much 
of caſe, genuineneſe, — and all che reſt 
of thoſe fine things. for, it is very obſerwa 
that in ſeyeral ſcripture paffages (of the neuu te 
tament more eſpecially) the perſonal names f 
ther, ſon; and holy: ghoſt; are mentioned toges 
ther, in acbhain and connection; and yet, at the 
ſame time, with pauſe; diſtance, and Giſtinction. 
as for inſtance, in one paſſage for all; that famoub 
one of the form of baptiſm:apti 3 ju the 

name of the father, add of the — the holy 
ghoſt. what can be done — e pain 
trinity? certainly; and that of perſons too. 

1 anſwer.” my ſenſe of this paſſage 18, in gene- 
ral, this: that the ſubject of baptiſm is to be bap- 
tized into the faitli of god and chriff; of god as 4 
Jatben to him, in intituling him te Heaven; (as 4 
pledge of which he receives his entrance here 

into the church militant) and as 4 ppirit upon 
him, in meetning him for it; (an earneſt of which 
he has had in being begoten again, and rendered 2 
proper ſubject of the ordinance): and of chriſt, as 
the medium of all acceſs to god under the former 
character, that is, as à father, and of all commu- 
nication from him under the latter, that is, as a 
ſpirit. agreeable with which, it is very obſervable; 

That as the divine being is ſometimes called the 
father of chriſt; ſo at other times he is denomi- 
nated the K of chriſt. the reaſon: of the for- 
mer appellation is evidently his begeting him; as 
that of the latter is plainly' kis anointing him. 

I would take occaſion juſt to obſerve here, That 
by the ſon in this place (an if in this place why, 
not in others 2 'we mu neceſſarily * 

the 
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( 24) 

the mediator, meſſiah, or chriſt; which is, indeed, 
our ſtanding ſenſe of the title : otherwiſe; this 
inſuperable abſurdity muſt follouu; that perſons 
are initiated into the church of chriſt without 
his name, and ſo, it may be preſumed, without 


any acquaintance with him, and only in a bare 


acknouuledgment of god in trinity, according to 
the atbanaſian ſcheme. whereas, though the 
acknouuledgement of a god is indeed the great 
principle of natural and rational religion, yet it 
is altogether ſhort and deficient in gracious and 
revealed ; the grand characteriſte or critetion of 
which is god (as a father and à ſpirit) in chriſt, 
or manifeſt in the fleſh (q), © ' © 
So that the paſlage is to be conſidered as a 
parallel, in the main, with thoſe other — 
ſcriptures (the gnomes of revelation) which { 


ak 
of god and the mediator ; ſuch as that of out ford I 


Thas is life eternal, to knouu thee, the only true god, 
and jeſus chrift, whom thou haſt ſent. and that 
of s. paul: There is one god, and one mediator be- 


tepeen god and men, the man chriſt jeſus. only with 
theſe additional circumſtances, that god is here, in 
the words of adminiſtration, ſpoken of more par- 


ticularly as a father, in gracious relation, and as a 


(q) Theſe divine names, FATHER and SPIRIT, if looked in- 
to, will appear entirely calculated to the religion of grace ; FA. 
THER being a glorious riſe and advance, in point of relation, upon 
the ſimple CREATOR, or GOD, the object of the religion of na- 
ture; and SPIRIT being a manifeſtation in (Which, houuever, 
there are no more gods than in the religion of nature, only 
other conſiguratlons of the one god agreeable to it) altogether 
adapted to our broken circumſtances as fallen creatures, in order to 


our regeneration and ſanctification, by communications from THE . 


SECOND ADAM, the head and treaſury of the religion of grace, 
as was IHE FIRST ADAM of the religion of nature. ſee my 
Led ure on . ? 28. athr. where this diſtinction between na- 
tural and gracious religion is ſtated and explained. 


| SR” 
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ſpirit," in ſanctif ing © peration upon the ſoul , 


3 the es Alle Ce en ms din of 


both': whereas, in — laſt quoted ſcriptures, theſe 


two great perſonages are only refered to in gene- 
ral, and repreſented as the great and comprehen- 


five objects of all divine knouuledge; it being ſup⸗ 


poſed nevertheleſs, that they are to be Rouge? 
more particularly, as above, the one'as 4 father 
and ¶pirit, and the other as a ſon. without an in- 
tereſt in the divine being, under the relation of a 


father, we can never be intituled to heaven, and 


without influences from him, under the character 
of a ſpirit, we can neyer be meetned for it; and, 

it is certain, that without both we can never come 
at it: nor are the diſcoveries of himſelf, under 


either character, to be expected but in god” s ouun, 


way ; that is, through chriſt, his on, our head, 
an elder brother. 


This paſſage then, upon the Whole, according 


to our ſcheme, is an epitome of all revealed re- 
ligion. and what, my brethren, more likely to 


be the grand form of initiation into it, (eſpe- 


cially in the neuu teſtament oeconomy of! it, the 


brighteſt and moſt perſpicuous of all others), than 


rack a form of adminiſtration as contains an ab- 


ſtract of all the great and leading principles in it ? 


whereas, if the trinitarian expoſition of this text 


is received, all this is knocked on the head, and 
nothing is ſubſtituted in the room of it but a dry 
ſcienti Al idea of god in unity and trinity, as it 
is ſu ppoſod he exiſted from all eternity, neceſſa- 


rily, and in reſpect to himſelf, without regard to 
falvation (r). D ani This 


— 


"ey? We have by us an expoſition of all THE TRINITARIAN 


- TEXTS (as they are called) of both teſtaments ; as well\thoſe which 


which are 
wreſigd 


1 


are forced into the ſervice of a general plurality, as tho 


. — — — — — — * 


* 


chriſtian religiun. 


parts: 
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to the great articles of god and chriſt; which, 
give me leave to ſay, i am reſolved. 16 abide by 


till i ſhall ſee reaſon to recede from it; as i thi 


i have for departing from the common, afbana- 
fan ſcheme. and this is all i ſhall trouble you 


with at preſent, in reſpect to the firſt minute | of 
your procedings, haſtening directly, that i be not 
tedious, to the ſecond, which runs thus: 


Secondly. That brother rhudd's declaration A 
ene perſen only in the godhead is deſtructive of the 
abcve article of our faith; and, conſequently, FA 
(what we believe) a fundumeital article of the 


"7 is "== un ei Rh, 4 Ms 2 
Neuu, it is obvious, this minute contains two 


Firſt. That brother rhudd's declaration. of one 


perſon only in the godhead 18: deſtructive of tbe 


above article of. our faith, 0 
It is fo, i acknouvledge (). the aſſertion of 
one perſon only in the divine being is certainly 


wreſted to a preciſe trinity. the expoſition —— up n this plan; 
(I TARTAN 


1; text. ii. introduction. in. ſenſe 1. TR 2: UNI- 
TARIAN. iv. paraphraze. 1. TRINITARIAN.-2,|UNITA+ 
RIAN, v. ballance. vi. notes, we ſhall have opportunity, no 


doubt, of giving the church the whole of this expoſition, in the 


courſe of the controverſy. we have taken occaſion to introduce 
that of this ſingle text only here, as a ſlight ſpecimen for the preſent ; 
Which account of itis to be conſidered, the reader ſees, not in reſpect 
to form and method, but to be conſined to ſenſe and matter. 

(s) Though ĩ inſiſted above, that my rinciples were not deſtructive 
of the perſonality either of IHE ATHER, SON,. or HOLY 


GHOST ; yet i readily acknouuledge here, that they are de- 
ſtructive of three perſons and one god: ien i think, is no real 


inconſiſtence. for, though i ouun perſonality in general, yet i deny 


All plurality of divine perſon. one god, and one mediator (as i take 
all opportunities of declaring) Is the whole of my religion; 


de- 


0 27 ) 
deſtractive of all ſuppoſition of more; a bell ö 


three, as three — and it is, indeed, forthis 
very reaſon that i cot into the faith. one divine 
perſon, i think," is one god; and therefore, three 
Aivine- perſons init be three gods: and there 18 
no way, that i can ſee, to ſecurè the proper unity 
of the divine 25 "and to keep off from poly- 
theiſm, ''but h y afferting the unity of the divine 
perſon, as well! as the unity of the godhead, or 
divine eſſence (chimeras, of which, 5 i ſaid, tlie 
ſeripture kneuus nothing). for all the men that 
ever lived in all the ages and nations of the 
world make but one manhood, or humane na- 
ture; nor are of more than one effence, that zs, 
one ſpecies, rank, and order of beings; though 
they are, at the ſume time, ſo many myriads of 
diſtinct perſons-. therefore, firſt to aſſert three 
diſtinct divine perſons, which i is flat tritheiſin, 
and then to take refuge in the creature called 
the unity of eſſence, or godhead, in order to fecufe 
the divine unity, is a mere inconſiſtence, a plain 
Fubterfuge and evaſion. it is, in ſhort, no other 
than firſt giving away, the queſtion, and then beg- 
it Agen | 
If it be urged, That the above 1 is a grö miſfe- 
reſentation of the arhanaſians ; whoſe prineiple 
, that there is but one divine eſſence or added 
common to al an ee divine perſons in tho 
"trinity." 
Þ WAIT? This is wreath ſuch egregleus trifling 
aid groſs nonſenſe, that it dees not deſerve other- 
wiſe chan to be miſunderſtood, and  miſrepre- 
ſented; nor is it indeed eaſy either. to repreſent, 
"of underftand it. ten thouſand divine perſons 
1 is, ſo many gods) way as well be 2 
uced 


c 


(48). 


duced upon this principle, as three; and the al. 
vine unity be equally preſerved on the one N 
ſition, as on the other. let us canvas the thi 
little: and, 1. This eſſence or godhead is ei 1 
ſomething, or it is nothing. if it is ſomething, it 
is diſtinct from per ſonality (for there are, it ſeems, 
three perſons more one eſſence) if it is diſtinct 
from perſopality ; what is it? it ſhould ſeem 
from the trinitarians onun accounts of the 
matter, that it is the one god; ſince nothing is 
more frequent with this ſect than to uſe theſe 
. phrazes one eſſence and one god as ſynonimous and 
_ convertible terms. and. f ſo, what becomes of 
the three perſons to be, mentioned. hereafter? 
do not they ſeem entirely excluded at once, up- 
on the foot of this wnitartaniſm? again, 2. 
This perſonality is either, ſomething, or it is 
nothing. if it is ſomething, it is diſtinct from 
eſſence (for there i Is, it ſeems, one eſſence more 
three perſons) if it is diſtinct from eſſence, what 
is it? it is more than a perſonal exhibition or 
modal configuration of the one eſſence; ſince 
every perſon is by the terms, an intelligent 
agent, and poſſeſſes (as it is hard to conceive 
houu an intelligent agent ſhould do otherwiſe) 
the whole eſſence. by himſelf, at the 2 2 
that there is but, one common to th | 
. that either eſſence is no more —— or per- 
ſonality is no more perſonality. upon the whole, 
this conſequence, unexpected as it may be, muſt 
ee follouu ; That amidſt all this plen- 
. ty the athanafians have; really, after all, no 
god: that. is, no one god. they — one divine 
. eſſence - indeed, and they have —— divine 
n ; but they will not allouu ther of theſe four 
ſepa- 


(29) * 

ſeparately taken to be their one god, and i am 
ure that all of them together can never make but 
one gad: nor dare they themſelves ſay fo, for 
they never apply unity to the perſonality, but to 
the effence. only, much leſs do they refer it to 
perſons and a” £0 together: and when at any 
time they aſſert one god, they do not mean ſo 
properly, but one eſſence only. certain it is, upon 
the whole, and to cloſe this digreſſion, that unzty 
and trinity can never ſubſiſt together. the athana. 
fans are duitarians, in reſpect to eſſence and per- 
ſonality; frinitarians, in reſpect to perſonality 
only; or guadritarians, ig reſpect to all of 
them together; or, indeed, any thing in the 
. world but unitarian ns. 


4 [ i T3 1 1 


on The other branch of the ſecond artl- 
ren 3H ora, Tra 3d ,07 30. 
That the above recited declaration is, conſe- 
«quently, deſtructive of (what we believe) a fun- 
| damental article of the:chriftian, religion. 
The parentheſis, which i diſcover from my 
copy to have been an after; ſtudied punctuage, is 
really a very humble modeſt one. i ſee, methinks, 
my brethren, the ſpirit of your ſecretary in it. had 
ſome body elſe; put the thing together, it had, 
no queſtion, been a blunt, dogmatical aſſertion. 
mr. ſcutt (which i cannot but mention to his 
Honour) has diſcovered the ſpirit of a gentleman, 
and à chriſtian, in the whole of this affair. 
But though caution, humility and modeſty, 
are good preparatives to knouuledge, they are 
not, houuever, knouuledge it ſelf; and ſome, 
we are told, have been not far from the kingdom 
E heaven, who it is to be feared, after all, never 
0d 53 came 


tame thither. i ay not this 25 4 reflection an 
that worthy member of your 3 for 
whom i hive the higheſt value and eſteem; but 
as my beloved brother, i warn him, provoke, 
und ftir him up, in all love and compaſſion, to 
the ſtricteſt ſearch and inquiry. but leaving 
that; and after having ſheuun this regard to my 
brother; i am concerned to look to my ſelf, and 
haſten to my ouun e e from n 
1E againſt me, vchich is, That 
my — are we Ny” deſtructive of athana- 
Faniſin, (a charge i can — well ſtand under) 
but that they are, moreover, deſtructive of a fun- 
damental article of the chriſtian religion. this is 
ſhocking indeed! and, if a man has any chriſti- 
wand in him, it cannot but 1 1 look about 
n n de neceſſary here, it may be, my 
brethren, in order to diſcuſs this . to take a 
ſummary vieuu, in the firſt place, of the chefſtian 
religion; As alfo, to conſider a little the ne of 
a fundamental. 

Nouu, what is the eie religion? why, as 
far as iam let into it, it is, in one conprehenſive 
'vieuu, this: The doctrine of ſalvation through the 
lord eſis chrift. and nothing that is conſiſtent with 
this, 1s, that i can ſee, deſtructive of the chriſtiam 
religion, either in whole, or in part: or, at leaſt, 
nothing conſiſtent with this, can be juſtly: reck- 
oned deſtructive of 4 Fundamental article < = the 
abr lian religion. 

But before i can ſo evidently entargs here, it 
may be proper, perhaps, that i ſhould again con- 
ſider, in general, what @ fundamental article * 
rhe auen religion is. 


Nouu | 


431) 

Nouu you will eaſily allouu me, that the plain 
ſenſe of the phraſe muſt be, that i it is an article 

on which the chriſtian religion is, in ſume męaſuse 
founded: and ſo, without which it cannot ſub- 
iſt: it muſt ſuppoſe; that it is ſuch a part of the: 
ſtructure as, according to the compoſition of the; 
building, lies at the bottom, and is in ſome mea- 
ſure; either in whole or in part, a ſupport to the: 
fabrick. this muſt be the meaning of 4 fun., 
damental, or it has no meaning at all. a 

- Noun; it will appear! from — which, 
1 ire given above of my — comp 
with 4 general vieuu of 195 0 
and a fundamental article of it, given in the pre 
_ ceding' para graphs; whether my declaration, of 
the unity of the godhead and the mediator is in- 
deed. detructbe 91 a fundamental article of the 
chriſtian, religion, or not? doth a man ho aſſerts 
a god and a mediator, and ſalvation By the one; 
2 the other, ſubvert the chriſti an Fes .. 
ligion? 185 Ken vea, he eſtabliſhes. it. but 
ae in the general. 


To come to particulars. 3 my. principles are not 
deſtructive of a god: iam. no atheiſt, then. they 
| are not; deſtructive of revelation: i am no deiſt 
then. . they are not deſtructive of the diſtinction. 
between the divine and mediatoral, beings: i am 
no ſabellian then. they are not de ive of the: 


perſon. or natures, fk chriſt : (ates divine 67 


\ It will be highl neceſſary that i I ſhould ex lain m ſelf here. 
2 i ſpeak of the 5 nature of chriſt, i Ns eg 
in a lax ſenſe. for i do not believe, i aflure you, any trinitarian 
hypoſtatical union between THE GOD and THE MAN; only. 
an union or oneneſs, which {Mill leaves them, after all, two perſons, 
THE N and THE MEDIATOR, the object and the ae | 


9 * 
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| 


or humane) i am no arian, nor ant brbpombr 
ite then. they are not deſtructive of the re- 
tions, offices, or benefits of chriſt; not of the 
opitiation of his blood;” nor” the ifnputation' of 
his righteouſneſs:* i am no ſocinian, nor arminian. 
- then. they are not deſtructive of the divine © 
rations, or the efficacious grace of e ſpirit: bly" 
no pelagian then. what are they after all deſtrue- 
tive off -why; they are deſtructive of a mon- 
ſter, they are deſtructive of a trinity, they are 
deſtructive of itritheiſm. but i forget my ſelf : 
this, it ſeems,” is the very article in which' i 
am ſo unhappy as to offend; the very principle 
which renders me ſo terribly ü you 
will! excuſe it, i hope, brethren,” it is ſald, and 
truth is to be confeſſed, but not recanted - 5 
deaf would only juſt; obſerve farther; my rates! 0 

6 the connection between the two branches of 
this ſecond article of your impeachment. {16 HOP 5 
The reaſoning ſtands r 

Brotber thudd's declaration of one perſin in god 
rs deſtructive of the article o * the church's Aas 
which ſays there are three. ----- Allouued. 

And, ON, of ---@ 155 undamental 471. le 
of the chriffian. 25 gion. Houu doth this aß. 
pear ? the article Ts not ſaid in the recital of 
it to have been a fundamental one: doth, it fol- 
louu, that becauſe it is an article, that therefore 
it "muſt of courſe. be a fundamental article? ate 


at the fame time that it makes them ina louuer ſenſe one. to ſay 
21! at once, and fpeak my whole ſenſe in this affair without reſerve; 
Sue relation s the ſhekinah bore to the eſſence and conſtitution of 

the temple, ald d VICE VERSA ; ſuch relation, 1 apprehend, does 
the divinity bear to the 'mediator : and, , conſequently, in the ſame 
ſenſe the temple might be ſaid to be the ſhekinab, and the ſhekinah 
the temple; ſo may the mediator be ſaid to be the divine being 
and the divine being be ſaid to be the mediator, and no otherwiſe. 


2 all 


- 

ö 

þ 
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all articles then fundamental? or are all recorded 
in your church book ſo? or are ſome of them 
Elemental only, and this one of the number? 
1 have read them, and do not remember to have 
obſerved the diſtinction, and according to my 
imperfect notion of them, they are like the 
reſt of our modern creeds and confeſſions of 
faith; ſome fundamental, and others ſuperſtruc- 
tural; ſome right, and others wrong. i wiſh out 
churches would take care for the future, for my 
ſake, to diſtinguiſh their articles into fundamental 
and ſuperſtructural; and read over at leaſt the fun- 
damental ones on the admiſſion of their members 
and exact a ſubſcription from them; leting them 
knouu, that as it was on acknouuledgement of 
theſe principles they were admited into the com- 
munity ; ſs on their receding from them, they 


muſt expect nothing leſs than an excluſion. 


for the reſt, leaving them as matters of ſpecu- 
lation and indifference, for perſons to believe or 
not believe, as they ſee evidence, or find con- 
viction. | 8 1 . 

This nouu would be fair dealing, and at once 


a prudence becoming men, and a faithfulneſs 
* worthy chriſtians. but it was never my providence 


(that i may not fay fortune ) to meet with any 
thing like this: i have been nouu a member of 


three churches, and never had a ſubſcription of 


any articles exacted from me, nor even any 


articles read to me, till nouu, at laſt, i find my 


ſelf in a fair way of being excommunicated for 


hereſy. 3 EET: 
Which brings me to the third article of your 
procedings, which runs thus: wo 


E Thirdly. 


| (34) 
© Thirdly. That our brother thudd, baving db. 


nied the perſonality of the-father, ſon, and ſpirit, or 
the docłrine of the trinity, is guilty of hereſy. 


So! i have heard tell, indeed, of the frorreff 
way with the diſſenters, and what elſe can it be 
but this, firſt making them hereticks, and then 
burning them all out of the way? has it been 


- plaid ſo often upon them, that they have at 13 
pl Fs 


earnt the exerciſe of it, and nouu begin to 


8 charge it upon one another? it is well! the tran- 
ſition is very quick and ſpeedy, though me- 


thinks; and not fo well connected, neither per- 
haps, .as one _ reaſonably expect in a fen- 
tence of this conſequence. 5 | 
I. You have got an article of faith, it ſeems, 
recorded in your church book, of three divine 
perſons and one god. 2. my ſuppoſition of one 
perſon and one god is deſtructive of this fame ar- 
ticle of yours. therefore, 3. it is deſtructive of 
a fundamental article of the chriftian religion. 
therefore, 4. i am guilty of herefy. you reaſon 
and infer ſhreudly, i confeſs; and it were happy 
indeed, if every ones life and fortune were 


An the hands of ſuch doſe orthodox charitable 


thinkers. but this minute again divides, and con- 
fiſts of the ſuppoſition and concluſion. _ 

Firſt. The ſuppoſition is, That brother rhudd 
tad denied the perſonality of the father, fon and 
Pirit, which, as i obferved before, is a grofs 
miſtake ; for if i denied the perſonality of the 


father, ſon and ſpirit, i maſt deny both god and 


chriſt, and ſo be at once, deiſt and atbeft too: 
which are names, you will, after all, i'am confi- 
dent, allouu me to fay, i as truly deteſt as your 
ſelves,----- but you explain your ſelves, — 
8 | make 


(1 
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make, i find, the perſonality of be father, ſen 
and fpirit to be the doctrine of the trinity, and fo 
conſider ouuning or denying this, to be oyuning 
or denying that. on which ſuppoſition i anſwer 
as above, in my remarks an the preamble. _ 
1. I ouun the perſonality: of the father and 
ſpirit, that is, i believe both titles ta be expreflive 
of one and the fame divine perſon, or an exhibi- 
tion of the ſame being under diſtinct characters; 
which particular diſtinct characters, as alſo the 
various others by which this divine being ſtands 
expreſſed, are aſſumed, i conceive, in reſpect ta 
different relations and operations, or manifeſta- 
tions and acts, athr. of the divine being in tha 
pox affair of ſalvation. all the concerns, i appre- 

jend, we can paſſibly have with the divine being, 
muſt be either in his relations to us, or in his 
communications upon us; and all the names 
by which he has revealed himſelf will be found, 
1 believe accordingly, to reſpect one or other 
of theſe; but houu this ſhould involve any plu- 
rality of perſans, i ſee not; unleſs it is to be ſup- 
poſed, .. that our relation centers in one divine 
perſon ,or gad, and our communications are de- 
rived from another; which, abſurd as it is, 
ſeems the neceſſary conſequence of the trinita- 
rian hypotheſis. | a. % >- EP 322 x | 
Again, i ouun the perſonality. of che ſon, or the 
lord, or the meſſiub, or the chriſt ; for i conſider 


the ſelf ſame perſon, as exhibited in ſcripture 


under all theſe various names. 
But enough of this, conſidering eſpecially 
what i have ſaid above, to which i refer you. 
Second. As to the concluſion, That in conſe- 


quence of my denying of the trinity, (for that, i 


0 i E 2 find, 


— | 

| | | \ 
. = Si (36) 
| find is what you ſtill mean, though you fometimes 
| expreſs yourſelves a little inaccurately : which 
muſt not, hounever, be minded in an haſty com- 
poſure, though nothing lefs than a perſon's cha- 
 raCter and livelihood lie at ſtake: as to this dread- 
ful concluſion, i ſay, that in conſequence of this 
denial) i am guilty of hereſy. | 

Let me juſt ask 


you here, my brethren, by 
the way, Who ſuggeſted this charitable thought 
to you? who put this good natured word into 
your mouths? there was in this matter, or i am 
ſadly out, the hand of one, who will take it ill, 
perhaps, to be likened to joab; but he muſt 
forgive me the reſemblance, as it is of his ouun 
making; and therefore, if it ſhould be chal- 
lenged, he cannot be angry: the picture would 
not be knouun if it was not like. what, i ſuppoſe, 
he told you, Vid. auguſt. de haeret. c. 36. and 
again, fertullian. de praeſcript. haeret. c. 53. et 
adv. praxeam. c. 1, 2 (u). | 
But, houuever, leaving that; for i am not ſo 
much concerned to knouu whence the charge 
came, as to remember where it is directed; and to 
conſider whether it is juſt or not: for though i talk 
with a little air and rodomontade, and am got, 
j acknouuledge, a good length in free thinking, 
1 and find, that the only effectual way to deal | 
41. with this world in the concerns of religion, is 
| to deſpiſe it: yet, i would not have you think, | 
that i am grouun ſo hardy, and become ſo very 
a ſon of belial, as neither to regard god nor 


(u) See mr. gill's ſtate and vindication of the doctrine of the tri- 
nity, p. 52. i have prepared REFLECTIONS on this doughty per- 
formance in ſeveral LETTERS to the author, which the church 
may ſec, perhaps, ſooner or later. FS . \ rok 


man 


(37). 


man. though i do not believe ſo many divine 
perſons as you, yet, i hope, i have as great vene- 
ration for my one perſon, as you can poſſibly 
have for your three (w): and though i would 
not pin my faith upon every popiſh father's 


ſleeve, nor obſequiouſly take the determination 


of orthodoxy and heterodoxy in my principles 
from even turtullian or auſtin themſelves, or 
any of their popiſh editors or commentators z 
yet, 1 would have you knouu, that 1 dread de- 
parting from the footſteps of the flack, as much 
perhaps, as thoſe who may keep a greater ſtir 
about it.------ God has had a church in all ages; 
and that church has always had the ſpirit, more 
or leſs (as they have enjoied the father ). they 
have always had him perfectly in fundamentals, 
and imperfectly in circumſtantials; this ſpirit was 
always a ſpirit of truth, and led thoſe who had 
him into all neceſſary truth. All this i be- 
lieve. but, what of all this? while i have yet 
to add fariher, that i do not believe the metaphy+ 
fical knouuledge of the divine being is a funda- 
mental: nor do i imagine that the church always 
believed as athanafius, ſome fourteen hundred 
years ago, or vigilius, the pſeudo athanaſius, 


(o) There is certainly more of wit than zeaſoning in thoſe looſe 


gp lines of mr. brouun on A GENTLEMAN WHO 


OOK THE OATHS, AND MADE THREE GODS OF 
THE TRINITY : and though i take leave to introduce them here, 
it is only, you ſee, that j may condemn them, as it is plain i am 
obliged to do on my principles: as believing a perſon may be as de: 
vout, (not to ſay more ſo) while he has but one object of religious 


worſhip, as though he had three : 


The ſame allegiance to two kings he pays, 
Swears the ſame faith to bath, and bo beings 2 
No wonder, if to ſwear he's always fre, 
Who has two gods to ſwear by, more than we. 


ng « 


taught 
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glory of this preſent age of the church (if this 


felf; aſhamed of this monſtrous doctrine of the 
Neudb-athanaſius, whoſe: diſreputation nouu of 
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taught them. i take the more explicit appre- 
henſion of the ſeveral names of the divine and 
mediatoral beings, to be a circumſtantial, in which 
one age of the church is to out do another; and, 
for onght i knouu, it may be reſerved as the 


is not to be the glory of it, it is hard to foreſee 
where the glory is to lie) to coneeive in general 
more rightly in this branch f the niyftery of god, 
ond of the father, and of chrift, than any paſt ones 
for theſe fourteen hundred years (x) arid who 
nouu will ſmite me on the face for this, or ſay, 
Which way went the ppirit of the lord from me 
10 fee: i dare anſwer ſuch an one, 
as he did, Behold, thou fhatt fee in that day, auben 
thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber to hide thy 


a long time flumbereth not. 
Here though! What would nothing do, my 
brethren, but her? had it not been ſufficient to 


I would not ſuggeſt in the leaſt by delivering myſelf thus, as 
though i thought, That this doctrine, of the one god. and the glo- 

ous mediator, has been altogether unknouun to the church in the 
ſeveral ages of it; and was- nouu firſt communieated immediately 
from heaven to ſome ſeuu favourites of the preſent age, to be ſpread 
and propagated by thelr diſtinguiſhed miniſtry. no ; we do not uſe to 
talk aſter that rate; we are neither ſo weak, nor ſo valn. it were 
eaſy, perhaps, to trace the doctrine through the ſeveral ages of the - 
church; which did not want its retainers to it. and, in reſpect to our 
ouun nation, we might particularly refer the reader to the time of the 
INTERREGNUM { between 1648 and 1660) and the preceding 
wars; a period, it is notorious, . as conſiderable for ſanctity and 
knouuledge, as any in our whole church hiſtory : when there ap- 
peared ſeveral great men in the principle ; whoſe teſtimonies we 
ſhall have- opportunity to produce at large, and make | Roper ad- 
vantage of, in our ſyftem of the doctrine, contained in THE LEC- 
T'URES read on the ſubject at LORRIMERS' HALL; and there- 
fore we omit to take any farther notice of them here.” 

have 
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have —1 The i us much ——— rhudd $24 
departed from the more general wa alning 
| 2 names by ubitih — — 
ral beings ſtand revealed in ſeripture, and adopted 
one not fo common amd recerved ; there was re 
to fuſpet, he was fallen into an important errort 
no, nothing ſo good as bereſß; nothing ſo hot; 
and ſo heavy: and yet, NN is 
conſummate, and portable. the proteſtanti learnt 
to call names of the paprfts. beretick wad obufe 
matic are become the common place ceproaches 
of both churches; and they calumniate, i am 
of opinion, in a great many caſes, with equal 
reaſon. Wo ) 
I have y 1 brethren, the heart to | 
that — this ſort: and, ks 
ſatisfy my 9 and you, if you pleaſe to receive 
oonviction, that you muſt certainly, as i told 
you, have overdone it here, reflect a little with 
me, what hereſy and an hereticꝶ are. 


Herefy, in the fielt place, 1 8 wich 
you, is an error in the fundamentals of religion: 
that is, i reckon, ſuch an error as is ſubverſive of 


the faith, and will not, in ſhort, m of ll 


vation. 
An heretick, in the next, is 


One who hath eſpouſed ſuch a fundamental 
error; and that, 

1. Contrary to all the dictates of his ounn 
e knouuing it to be an error, and, it 
may be, not inconſcious, at the ſame time, of 


the heinouſneſs and aggravation of it. and chen, 
"EP referens | 


2. Who 


G 


—— — 
— 


r 8 


— * e LOSE - mw @ — % 88 s _ _ 
LY - * F 7 
pe; e 
EFT ²˙ m PP «—‚ wir I and r Oh. na MEE. 
„ * - 


_— 
"ws. 


= 1 


R ORR ̃ . . Are 


a CL A 1 
4 


—— 
-— a 997, 
© —_—— 


nl an a” 


— — 


OR rw cw rn. 


r — = — 
— — * — 3 — 


— = ba 


. 


. 


r rr ne; 


r 


633 
2. Who, W to all admonition, either 
from within, or from without, ſtill wilfully 


and obſtinately perſiſts in it. 


So that, on the whole, here ſeems to come 
the neareſt, of all others, to the fin againſt the 
holy gheft, if there be ſuch a fin commiſable un- 
der this diſpenſation ; which, houuever, an inge- 
nious author (y) of the preſent age ſeems to 
have proved, with ſome degree of ſpirit and ſoli- 
dity, there is not. but to leave that. ä 

Nouu whether, in the firſt place, my opinion 
is in its ouun nature hereſy, i think my ſelf very 
well able to diſpute. whether there is but one 
divine perſon in god, or whether there are more, 
three, or ſix, or nine; and whether they do 
really derive from one another, and ſubſiſt in 
ſuch mutual relation in the family of god, (2) as 
the athanafians pretend? theſe are diſquiſitions, 
which i aſſert, belong more properly to meta- 
phyſics, than to divinity. but ſuppoſing them 
to belong to divinity; and allouuing again, that 
by divinity it could be proved, that there really 


are three diſtinct divine perſons, conſcious minds, 


intelligent agents, or what you will, in the one 
god; who do derive, and ſubſiſt, ſo and ſo, as 
the ſect of the frinitarians ſay: yet, after all, 
is unitarianiſin to be proved farther an error of 


(y) Maurice's faith encouraged 8 vo. london. 1 - CRP. 
(z) See dr. james anderſon's UNITY, IN TRI ITY, and 
TRINITY IN UNITY : a diſſertation, in the title of which (for 
who would look farther) we meet with this extraordinary phraze, 
THE FAMILY OF GOD, very orthodoxly wreſted from the 
original ſcripture ſenſe, and transfered molt ſpeciouſly to the does 


on 4 
* 


trine of the ever bleſſed trinity. 


that 


1 


(41) | 
that enormous ſize and conſequence, as that 
a man cannot be ſaved in the faith of it.. | 
This, my brethren, in reſpect to the doctrine, 
Then as to my ſelf: and that, 3 
In the firſt place, as to my reception of the 


principle: i call god and my ouun conſcience 
to witneſs, that it was in the integrity of my 


heart, that i received the doctrine. and, if i 


might be allouued ſo much without oſtentation, 


i could add, after ſeveral years conflict, nor 


without many prayers, and tears not a feuu. 

And, as this was the diſpoſition of ſoul in 
which i was led into the faith; ſo, i avouu, 
farther, it is in the ſimplicity of my hands that 
i hold it. a man muſt have a very odd turn of 
mind, indeed, and be abandoned, to be ſure, 
to the utmoſt, agreeable to the account above 
given, who can hold error, for the ſake of error; 
and then go and publiſh it, and ſtill perſiſt in 
maintaining it, for the ſake of being hated, 
perſecuted and ſtarved. * 

I knouu in ſome meaſure, i truſt, brethren, 


the deceitfulneſs of the heart in general; and 


more, it will be allouued me to ſay, of my ouun 
particular turn to treachery, than any body elſe. 
1 have learnt, i hope, to remove at due diſtance 
the eye and the object; to ſet my ſelf ſo far off, 
as to ſee my ſelf. i am fond, i can ſay, of no- 
thing for my ouun ſake. there is not a principle 
i hold, but i will. ſacrifice it at the feet of him 
( where 1 will alſo lay my ſelf in thankful- 
neſs) who ſhall convince me that it is wrong. 
i make it my buſineſs, ſo far as my ſituation will 
admit, to converſe with all ranks, with all na- 
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( 42 ) 


tions, with all profeſſions, with all religions, and 
with all ages of men; and lament the louuneſs 
and confinement of my circumſtances only for 


this reaſon, that they will not allouu me to ſee 


all the world over, and converſe with every age, 
and every nation; nay, if it were poſſible, every 
individual of the ſpecies. not an errour ſo mon- 
ſtrous, but i would knouu it : not a conceit ſo 
ridiculous, but i would look into it: not a chi- 
mera ſo whimſical, but i would be apprized of 
it, from antient ſanchoniatho, and the jeuus, to 
our ouun modern lacy and afg:ll (a). 


Ay. 


(a) This will be thought a very odd accompt for a man to give 
of himſelf. and, it muſt be ouuned, fo it is, if taken nakedly and 
abſtractly. i am obliged therefore to add, leſt my true aim and di- 
tection be miſtaken, that it is not to be ſuppoſed, i deal with errour 
for its ouun ſake ; truth is ſtill the great object of perſuit, it will 
be believed, even while i am 11 ing my ſelf, it may be, in all 
the dregs of errour. 28 | 

If it be asked, Why a perſon ſhould rather chooſe to ſeek for 
truth among errour; and what room there is to think of ſuc- 
ceding in ſuch a wild expedition ? ----- I anſwer, firſt, 1 do not knouu' 
what is truth, and what is errour ; that is, i do not knouu abſo- 
lutely (the holy bible excepted) where to go to find the one, and 
eſcape the other. and then, i conceive, you muſt knouu, of truth 
like riches, to be of two kinds, diſcovered and current, or latent 
and concealed: what immenſe riches lie yet imbouuelled in the earthr; 
and what of that which has been broken up has ſhipwreck buried 

ain by throuuing into the fea ? and thus, i make no doubt, a 


great deal of knouuledge has been either yet unknouun, or lies buri- 


ed again under the rubbiſh- of errour. and then farther, errour is a 
ſort of foil i conceive, to truth; and this latter, like the diamond, 
ſhines the brighter, i apprehend, tor being ſet. beſides, it muſt cer- 
tainly be a pleaſure to a perſon of any curioſity, to ſee the wide 
and extenſive influence of truth, and houu it has mixed itſelf in all 
the errour and mythology of the heathens. for, as AUSTIN has 


| obſerved, NULLA FALSA DOCTRINA EST, QUAE NON 


ALIQUID VERI PERMISCEAT. the illuftration of this 

principle is the foundation of that great work of the learned NR. 

THEOPHILUS GALE, intituled THE COURT OF THE 

GENTILES. and, laſtly, to tell the world a ſecret, nouu i am 

in the blabing vein, it is really a confirmation of a doctrine, or 
| | 0 


(43) 
Ap, it will be ſaid, This intemperate curio- 
ſity, which you ſeem to conſider as a balance to, 
and reſtraint from, extravagancies, is the bottom 
of all your miſtakes; and indeed the very thing 
that betrays you into them. and particularly, 
in the preſent inſtance, Vou have over thought 
your ſelf; been too curious, too peering, and 
prying; would needs be looking into the ark: 
you have been tampering with corrupt books, 
ſorting with ill men, and ſo god hath given 


you up, as a chaſtizement to your inſolence; and, 


having fined with thoſe of bethſbemeſb, like 
them you are ſtruck blind (o... 

I anſwer, by obſerving in the general, that 1 
have no notion of mens living and dying in their 
ouun chimney corners. we have but two things 
to do in the world, that i knouu of; the one is, 
to imprinciple ourſelves aright, and the other, to 
act as thoſe principles direct. 1 

I would ask nouu any reaſonable man, Whe- 
ther it is a likely way to come at theſe ends, for 
every one juſt to take up with the religion in 
which he waseducated? and to receive even that 
too upon truſt, and without examination? is this 


becoming a man? no ſurely! is this worthy 4 


chriſtian? nothing leſs! every principle in the 
world is either truth or error : that is, indeed, a 


ordinance to me to find corruptions of it, and diſtant approaches 
towards it, among the moſt ſenſual, abandoned, and corrupt. 
(b) Leſt any ſhould, either in their great diſcretion, on the one 
hand, and candour, on the other, imagine, That this is A FEIGN- 
ED objection, introduced to the advantage of the author: it may 
be proper to obſerve, that it is ſo far REAL, that it has been 
REALLY urged againſt him, and that, on this very occaſion, by a 


perſon nouu living, a miniſter. 
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(4) 


general axiom. and it isequally certain with me, 


that no one age, nor any one nation, nor ſe& 


of religion, have a monopoly of truth (c). let 


me therefore ' ſee for my ſelf, hear for my ſelf, 


read for my ſelf, think for my ſelf, underſtand 


for my ſelf, judge for my ſelf: if upon mature 


examination 1 like my father's religion the beſt of 
all others in the world, i am not prejudiced 
againſt it, becauſe it is my father's; no. very far 


from it. that were unreaſonable and capricious 


indeed. but then, on the other hand, if upon 
the beſt and moſt deliberate judgment i can form, 


ĩ ſee reaſon to recede from any particulars in it, it 


is altogether conſiſtent, i take it, with my duty 
and affection to my father, that i be not prejudiced 
for it, merely becauſe it is his. let me firſt fee 


all the religions in the world, and then chooſe one 


out of all of them: and if on the ſurvey, i can 
find no ſyſtem that i can adopt whole and entire, 
1 will even make one out of them all. let me 
collect the whole body of truth and error, and 


by comparing them together they will ſhed mu- 


tual light and information upon each other; and 
both, by this means, will become more effectu- 
ally ſeen and diſcovered.---- This in the gene- 
ral. to be a little more particular: (reſtraining 
my ſelf, houuever, in reſpect to the grand article 
in the objection, and not deſcending to the for- 
mal diſcuſſion of the lauufulneſs of curioſity, or 
ſettling the preciſe boundaries between that and 
indolence, as points too nice and tender, eſpecially 
where a perſon is himſelf concerned). | 

le) This is not meant of a perfection of the object, or medium, 


which there has been in all ages: but of a peſection of the ſubject, 
iich has been found in none ince the fall. | N N 


5 5 | | And 


- (45) 
And firſt, as to my reading corrupt books: i 
confeſs it: nor can it be otherwiſe, for i read 
all books: and, ſome of them, i am ſure, are 
corrupt enough, for as much difference do i find 
in their ſtate of things, as there is diſtance between 
the poles. it concerns them both, it may be, to 
examine in their turns, which are leaſt corrupt; 
which leaſt abhorrent from the ſacred oracles 
of truth; and the divine being the firſt great 
truth. for one party to call another corrupt, is 
no great matter. we all knouu, every one is 
orthodox in his ouun opinion. as every man's 
ways are right in his ouun eyes; ſo ever man's 
thoughts too. and when i have called another 
corrupt, or heterodox; he may ſoon be even with 
me, and preſently call me ſo again. 
For my ſorting with ill men; i ſay, in effect, 
the ſame thing. though i /ort indeed properly 
with none: but mix rather with all. nor do 
1 knouu who are ill men, or who are good; 
till 1 have tried them. and 1 wiſh the reſult 
of my experience doth not lead me to this 
concluſion, That all men are ill. all men, that 
ever 1 converſed with yet, held ſome truth; and 
no man, that ever i met with, held all truth. all 
men are good humoured, while you pleaſe them; 
and when you diſguſt them, whether juſtly or 
not, they preſently turn tail; are as ſurly, and 
ſour, as ill natured and malignant, one as ano- 
ther; the chriſtian, as the jeuu or mabometan, the, 
proteſtant, as the papiſt, the calviniſt, as the huthe- . 
ran, or arminian (d), if you have any ſtock of 
| | intereſt, 


(d) WHITHER TENDS ALL THIS RANT AND RAT- 
TLE ?------ Not to the ſubverſion of moral good and evil, i aſſure 
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(46) 
intereſt, or reputation in the world of your ouun, 


they will be glad to club, and go partners with 


you, mix intereſts, and riſe together; but if you 


are poor, and in diſeſteem, though for the anſwer 


of a good conſcience, and the ſervice of a good 
cauſe, you may ſtarve alone; there is no body 
will come at you. But-i excede: and inſtead 


of writing a defence of my ſelf, ſhall be rather 


thought, if i ſhould go on thus, to have put 


together an invective againſt others. 


Fourthly. I procede, therefore, my brethren, 
to conſider the fourth article of your impeach- 


ment; which is a ſuſpenſion from the paſtorſhip, 


in theſe words: 

That brother rhudd be defired not to officiate 
ar paſtor among us, till he has given us ſatis- 
faction N Fl hir * foraking his hereſy, and baving 
embraced the doctrine of the trinity, or perſonality 


' of the father, ſon, and ſpirit. 


In anſwer to which, 1 repete here, what i 
delivered by word of mouth the evening of your 


church meeting: there is no occaſion for two 


words upon this head: for i deſire, either that i 
may reſign, or that you would deveſt me. and, 
becauſe i will not lay the temptation to the lat- 

f any of you who may be 
diſpoſed to it; i here give it under my hand, 
that i have reſigned; and by theſe preſents do 
reſign, my paſtoral relation to you: ſo that 


you are hence forth free to procede to a re- 


you; not to the leveling all men, and all religions, and ſo in effect 
to the deſtruction of all. no: but hither, to the leting us ſee houu 


deſicient and imperfect the beſt of men are; and houu little faith and 


truth are nouu to be found on this earth of ours, in the moſt refined 
forms and under the moſt raiſed denominations of religion. 
. 2 : 1 - * Wa, F . 4 . election 


3 3 
election, as ſoon as you pleaſe, any previous re- 
lation to me notwithſtandining. 
And nouu, methinks, brethren, i find my 
ſelf at eaſe: i open, and enlarge with a becom - 
ing freedom upon it; and you will ſoon feel 


4 


tie good effects of my liberty. 


I tell you therefore plainly, brethren, that 
the preſent mechanical way, of going on in our 


churches will never do: god hath not, he doth 


not, nor-ever will ouun it: and, believe it from 
me, the greateſt evidence the preſent churches 
are ever to expect of their belonging to god will 
be their being pulled douun, and neuu modelled. 
the jeuntſh Beck was not, certainly, in a greater 
diſorder, when chr:/# came, than the — 
one is in at preſent. The whole head, as it is 
writen, is „c: and the whole heart faint. and 


again: from the ſole of the foot, as faith the pro- 


phet, even unto the head, there is 19 ſoundneſs 


in it; but wounds, and bruiſes, and putriſying 
fores. 


general fling; reſerving the more formal ſtate of 
the caſe to an expreſs manifeſto, _ * 

The term of my ſuſpenſion, 1, obſerve, is, 
till he hath given us ſatisfaction of bis forſaking 
his hereſy, and having embraced the doctrine of the 
trinity: of which circumſtance there is indeed 


- the leſs reaſon to take any notice, (though ob- 


ſervable enough in it ſelf) becauſe i have ſuper- 


ceded it, and put it altogether out of the queſtion, 
by reſigning : otherwiſe i might have told you, 
this is fixing the thing upon a good foot indeed! 
not but that, when i ſee my principles to be here- 
tical, i hope i ſhall have grace given me to he” 
4 5 ake 


I ſhall content my ſelf, at preſent, with this | 


— — — — 
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- 
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fake them: as alſo, when i ſee the doctrine of 

the trinity to be worthy reception, i ſhall embrace 
it, as heretofore, with both arms. truth, i aſſure 
you, is a facred venerable. thing with me; nor 
do i uſe to ſport with it. but this will come in- 
to conſideration again, under the next article; 
which is in order. | | 


Fifthly. Agreed to admoniſh brother rhudd 70 
forſake his hereſy, and return to the truth ; and ap- 


pointed brother allchurch, brother ſcott, and bro- 


ther 1. gandar, fo give the ſaid admonition. 
And here, my brethren, you will eaſily believe, 
1 cannot but approve of your diſcipline in appoint- 
ing an admonition in this caſe. 1 wiſh, 1 promiſe 
you, there was more of the ordinance of admo- 


nition in our churches; more of brotherly watch 


and inſpection over one another: it was ſurely 
never wanted more, nor, it may be, ever prac- 
tiſed leſs (e). PETS 1 
As to the end of my admonition, my for/ak- 
ing my hereſy, and returning to the truth; 1 
would only add, to what is faid above, on this 
particular --- I humbly hope, that god who hath 
enabled me to be faithful hitherto in the perſuit 
of knouuledge, and in the profeſſion of it when 
gained, will alſo enable me 70 forſate every other 
error, of which i may at preſent think too favour- 
ably; and return to every truth, contained in the 


Cl 


facred revelation, from which i may have ſtrayed 


le) And ncuu you are in this fit of diſcipline, it might become 
you, perhaps, brethren, allouu me to ſuggeſt, by the by, (nor call it 
a name it does not deſerve) to conſider, Whether there are not others 
of your community as obnoxious on moral accounts, as i am ſo 


| unhappy to be rendred in my do&tinal heretical principles ? 


through 


cy of my nature; whether po- 
pular and faſhionable, or obnoxious and deſpiſed; 
this, i aſſure you, in reſpect to the affair before 
us; when i ſee the indefenſibleneſs of my pre- 
ſent apprehenſions in the myſtery of god, and of 


— 


the father, and of cbriſt, i promiſe, as i may be 


| (4) 
through the apoſta 


helped, 70 forſake them: when i ſee the truth of 


athanaſianiſin, i ſhall obtain grace, i, hope, to 
return to, and embrace it. can any one, my 
brethren, ſay more? at preſent you might as 
well have urged me to renounce ⁊uinglianiſm, 
and embrace con or fran — ſubſtantiation; 
purgatory, or any of the reſt of the antichriſtian 
trumpery of rome: from whence, i make no 

ueſtion, trinitarianiſin came, in common with 
theſe abandoned tenets: and therefore i may well 
eſteem them the proper company with which it 
ſhould be ranked: which is a diſpoſition, my 
brethren, you maſt not take heinouſſy, nor re- 
ſent; becauſe, hounever harſh it may appear in 
itſelf, yet when compared with the charge of he- 
reſy, which you bring ſo roundly againſt me, and 
unitarianiſin, it will certainly be found altoge- 
ther humble, complaiſant, and modeſt. for to ſay 
a man is a heretic, is to ſay the very worſt of him 
that can be ſaid, and as it is to ruin him at once, 


in his divine and eternal intereſts; ſo indeed, 


it doth not do much leſs, in reſpect to his hu- 

mane and temporal ones; as it is to rank him with 
thieves and murderers, traitors and rebels: where- 
as, to ſay a man is a trinitarian, is only to ſay he 
is, quoad hoc, a roman catbolic, a bigat; and a fcol: 
popular and faſhionable appellations all! 


Sixthly, As to the. cloſing article, which re⸗ 
ſpects your regard to the particular baptiſt board 


. — 
» 


1 
in two particulars (i have neither room nor time 
Firſt. Laying your conduct before that venera- 
ble body, they cannot, to be ſure, but highly 
approve of your orthodox procedings, as ſquare- 
ing ſo well with their quun (e). 8 
And again, as to preaching for you, you need 
not doubt, ſuch is their generoſity towards you, of 
which you have had large experience, and ſuch 
their zeal for the common cauſe, of which they are 
every day giving the moſt flagrant evidences, but 
they will find ſupply, as long as you can find pay. 
A s to the board, i ſhall deal with them by 
themſelves: 1 have a letter for them too (e). this 
you and they, and all the world may depend up- 
on, that while i am above ground, no body ſhall 
ever ſtop my thoughts, or lay an embargo on my 
mouth or pen; but i ſhall make the exploring 
of truth, and the propagation of it; as alſo, the 
diſcovery of error, and the expoſing it in all its 
forms, and under all its diſguiſes; the buſineſs of 
my life, paying no more regard to the proteſtant 
than the popiſh whore; nor to the diſſenting, 
than the e---------d antichriſt. i am of no party, 
but chriſt's; and therefore, pay no regard to any. 
i call my ſelf by no name, but that of A cuRIS 
IAN. 1 am a candidate for truth, and there are 
fo feuu of the number, that i have really no ſect 
among whom to rank my ſelf. n 


b (8) This-refers to the author's expulſion ; ſpoken of more * 
| ey Rt ks fing a religl ach 
e etter to a in the countrey, propoſing a ous hif- 

tory of the calviniſtical baptiſt board: with a flight ſpecimen towards 
the undertaking, containing the conduct of that reverend body, in 
„ the author, and thaſe who have lately ſuffered, under their 
uence, in the ſeveral churches, on profeſſion of unitarianiſm. 


Here 


(8129 


Here, my brethren, i ſhould have ended; as you 
will think, very likely, it is high time: but there 
is an objection or two, which ſome N may 

ine deſerve to be conſidered. 

1. If it ſhould be complained, in the firſt 
yh ce, that it is not well to publiſh concerns of 

is ſort to the world; things « of this ſacred na- 
ture ſhould be kept within the pale of the church, 
and by no means be given to the x rophane ears 
of the common and uncircumciſed: the-church 
7s a garden inchjed, a Heis ſhut up, a fountain 

fealed. nor do men of buſineſs and trade care to 
have their names expoſed ; in concerns of this Nas 


ture. 


I reply, men of blitzt and trade, mould con: 
ſider 24 and every other conſequence, before 
they engage in ſuch concerns; and remember, 
when they are in them, that their — and. bes 
haviour are fuch as will bear the light ; for they 
cannot expect, that what is done in a corner, 
ſhould therefore, always be confined there. be- 
fides, where did-the publication begin? who firſt 
invaded” the facred incloſure ? who was it that 
1 name to the drunkard, and made it the 
ng of fools? who that handed it about, all the 
kingdom over, with tales the moſt falſe. and ſcan- 
dalous (g)? what ĩ do is only in my ouun defence: 
i haye been ſilent hitherto, but ſurely it is nouu 
high time i began to ſpeak, if i have any thing ta 
ſay far my 2 nouu very body bas dane, and 
(8) This refers to the ſeveral reproa ches concervi DS 


whick were ſo very rife abroad, ſome time fince ; which, derbe 
ood folks thought it worch their while to invent, and others 


wk little to rr and Propagate, Yu not, houyever, . 
t paper with mentioning. £6 "I 
Wi e cho 
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thenoiſe and hurly burley is a little. over, i hope i 
may be heard. i have, — taken this op- 
portunity to let the church and the world knouu, 
what i am, what i hold, what i believe; which is 
only this: That there is one god, and one mediator 
between god and men, the man chriſt Jeſis, and if 1 
am to be accounted a: heretick for this, 1 muſt be 
contented to lie under the reproach: ; pony. to 
the, church, i appeal to the world. 243 
2. If it. 8p be urged, in the next place 
that though i would needs animadvert upon the 
paper, - i do not do well to ſtrain an off hand 
compoſure, and look for all that connection and 
accuracy in a haſty and immediate minute: chat 
mit be expected in a ſtudied compoſition. 
I anſwer, though diſpatch is the life bf or- 
deer, buſineſs, and an immediate dexterity the 
great qualification for letters of trade and compli- 
Ment; yet, i am of opinion, it 18 not to be cared 
houu little theſe haſty talents are indulged = 4 
matters of ſo much importance, as is this before 
us. when men's characters and livelyhoods lie at 
ſake, there is no neceflity, i apprehend ,of bloting 
Paper ſo very faſt. when the queſtion runs ſo high, 
As; Whether a man is an heretic or not? i cannot 
think him the propereſt perſon to give the ſen- 
tence, who can talk or write fafteſt; but he rather, 
Who can think with moſt DL connection 
and cloſeneſs. nor can it certainly be a ai a 


throuuing away timę, if by tf he 
determination of this moment a lite a 7 f fal 


judgment be ted. if folks will diſpatch 
things of e confec quence, with haſte and precipi- 
tance, they muſt be accountable” for their blun- 


ders; eſpecially, i is ſuch, a conduct tie more cri- 
minal 


4 


453 ;) 
minal, and to be eee 1 bodies 


of men are concerned (f) 

But you knouu, brethren, this was not ry very 
precipitant an affair, neither, all things conſiderec 
the board had excluded me five days before ; ; 
the. brethren of the church had had a previous 
meeting .in the weekday : and, which is moſt of 
all to be obſerved, the deacons and heads of the 
community had had one intervieuu, if not more, 
with my reverend brethren, and good freinds, the 
miniſters ;.. from whom, j doubt not, they had all 
their: inſtructions. it was they, to be ſure, who 

| furniſhed 2 with minutes out of mr. rbudd's 
. of faith, as the ſiſter. church in may's- 

fficiouſi y intituled it: they told them, 1 
9 not, 80 they ſhould procede, and inted 


dut the ſeveral ſteps of their conduct. and there- 


fore, if after all, the thing. was raſhly As: that 
raſhneſs is rather an aggravation, than an excuſe; 
in as much as there were more heads concerned 
than one, and more time taken up than a day. 
And noun, my brethren, as it is plain there is 
reaſon, and you cannot ſurely but expect, i com- 
| plain, i i have been injured. you have ſti matized 
and reproached me wrongfully, born falſe wit- 
neſs againſt yur neighbour, againſt your brother, 
i will not ſay, with a magiſterial air not my ouun, 
againſt your Por (i have reſigned the charac- 
ter); what ſatisfaction am i to receive ? i ask ſa- 
tisfaction; and it is but reaſonable, ſurely, that i 


ſhould have all that — — 


(f) -J have to do with theſe minutes, as 
of THE WHOLE ne Hock 87 0 
them mi bt be concerned, in ba 
amanuenſts: fince he acted im this 
Thom and ON THEIR BEHALF, 


ge rok per e ae 
together, as th 


* is tem top but as FOR 
admit. 


9 . 2 : 
cy. 
. P 8 R Gt” * 3 . - 1 Es oy ; 
P N 2 4 ne „ a 7 K x T4 It Pi LA 
ainit:* and bet your pr and indifcreet 


ture, houu they bring accuſations 1 their 


deed very eaſy to pronounce a man 4 heretic, hut 
not {6 eaſy to prove him one. a little fly ma 


word of his grace, which is able to build yo up, 
and to give you an inheritance among them which 
are fanctified through the operation of the holy 
ghoſt; and beging, that we may all of us have 
more of the ſpirit of diſcerning, to lead us in- 
to the great dofrines of revelation, and to in- 
ſtru& us more fully into the worſhip and diſci- 

line of god's houſe : that, after we have made a 
noble ſtand for the purity of the faith here, and 
waded through all the darkneſs and perplexity of 
this bewildered ſtate, we may all meet hereafter 
in che world of light and love, where we, ſhall 
ſee eie to eie, and with our voices fing together, 
4 Broadſtree. So prayt, 


— 'ferwour, 
ea 


r brethren, 


1 Sunday, the t; with und 
r 
4 9 . Jour alfectionate brother 
bo 5 in our common bead, 
5 Jon RHUDD, 


ö 
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the appearance of this leiter in the 
world, giues me an opportunity of mał- 
ei public acknouutedgments for the 
a N Wy, minutes which are tbe text to it; ſo the 

ng the publication, gives me occafign of ob- 
ae 1 caunot bt do, boun . 5 
the honour of the community whom it concerns, to 
recede from the open: aud honeſt conduct on which 
they firſt ſat out. there baue been otber procedings 
againſt me, as i hinted in tbe advertizement, and 
the church, ambitious of followuing the worthy exam- 


1 


ple of their great head, the board, managed things 


with that dexterity and addreſs, that, as i was 


excluded the one in a. quarter f an. bour, ſo 4 


F 
could not eſcape the excommunication of the other, 
longer than a. quarter of a year (a). for theſe 
after atts reſpecting my excommunication, i have 


applied to the church, once and again, but could 


never obtain my requeſt, nor even ſo muc b as an 
anſwer, in return to all my repeted applications : 
having made me an heathen man and @ publican, 


they were reſobved, it ſhould ſeem,to treat me accorg 


ingly. i have @ great deal of reaſon to believe, the 
thing was done in bugger mugger 3. andi it is plain, 


S (a) The author way excluded the board on tueſ . the 26th of 


february, 1733 (as will appear by their WASTE BOOK, recourfe  - 
| belnd the 


reunto had) and excommunicated the church on ſunday, 


| the 26th of may fo mn; 
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the good folks dofgn t keep it fo, aſhimed or afraid, 
one or other, or both, that the world ſhould hear 
what they can houuever band about among them: 
ſelves, as a pretty peice of delicious intelligence; 
ſuppoſing, it is likely, that as my birth ang education 
was among the trinitarian diſſenters, and mh de- 
pendence hath been hitherto chiefly upon them, ſo it 
7s ſufficient to all the ends of their: preſent Ars 
tionate diſpoſition towards me, that my reputation 
75 ruined among them. d e als. 
Beſides, this, as i am credibly informed, is judged, 
rhe beſt way of ſerving the'\cauſe by the reverend al 4 
machiavels af the bead of the particular baptiſt 
intereſt. they are for doing as much miſchief and 
murder, it ſeems, as theycan, with as little noiſe 
as may be, they'are dreadfully afraid, i under- 
ftand, of alarming people, and ſering them upon 
the inquiry; a very reaſonable apprebenſion upon 
| my word! they would have folks take it for grant- 
3 ed, therefore, without once giving themſelves the 
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0 LE time or trouble to think about it, that. unita= 
1 rianiſm is ſuch a monſtrous hereſy, that nothing 

1 but excommunication here, and damnation bere- 

1 after, are entailed upon it. they have cut us douun,, 

as they think, and are nouu for leaving us towither 

1 and rot of ourſelves. having carried their point thus 


Far, it is nouu their intereſt that the thing ſhould 


1 die, and they are reſolved they awill not keep it 
my alive: and thus by their filence they are courting 
| durs. but i take this opportunity of telling them, 
0 they ſball find themſelves woefully diſappointed; the 
' leſs noiſe they make, the more noiſe will we make. 


it is nouu our turn: we have been filent long enough, 
Too long perhaps; and nouu we have begun to ſpeak, 
they muſt not expect we ſhall very quickly bave do 
IN WE 
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1 that eſh, awe aſſert is the great m myſtery of god of godlmeſs; 
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4 1 have. 10: legerdemain under band W 7 * 
our cauſe is good, and will bear tbe light, - and t 
the light it ſhall come: fince they will not publiſh 
it, we. will, let all the world knouu what we are 
made hereticks For; e dare you to the combat: let 
the cauſe be tried. if you have ſo much leiſure and 


abilities, we defire they may be laid out on us; "we 


| bope to approve. our Alves a4 mateb for them all. '$ 


we are neither afraid, nor aſhamed of our princi- 
ples; one god in one mediator, or, as the ſcripture _ 
expreſſes it, god in chriſt, or, god manifeſt ; in the 
fleſh, For the ſalvation of his cleft, the kindred of 


in -oppoſition to all the metap „ and 
ertinent nonſenſe of that 25 — enthufiat, old. 


| : anaſius. none of your tritheiſm for. us. we 


deteſt and renounce it all: and are ready to enter 
the controverſy, as ſeon as you Pleaſe. as you hau, 
made us hereticks, you ſhall reclaim us again: or, 
depend upon it, we will make you Jonetoing, before 2 
we have done with vo.. ? 


The 1 september, 
eee 


Visa l. Peers ay 


| Whence'the medintar's Sri 


Into the deity by the divine unction: which, we conceive, is chriſt's 
_ velation ſpeaks ;- in which unn, and over 
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TS peck ä ſs . 
the humane nature [ of F eps of NAZARETI}: and all he 


— bet to him, is to be attributed on dhe foot 
of -umon; of ſome ſort or other, with the divine + the divans 
ſition i co i die for, as 


quently , "the union Gor 
r be in raſpett da 
unich with Tee the only queſtlon then is, 
What ſort ef union this is between the — the man, by which 
he is conſtituted the chriſt? the A NASIANS Ay. An bye 
— or perſonal union; which makes the two natures, and in- 
„the two perſons, one * (having three Ar 
— they can well ſpare one to this conjunction, arid put 

the more abſolutely too). we ſay, an union af — — 0 
a pcrſonal union; ſuch an union, it may be, as ſubſiſts between | 
chriſt and his members, and his members one among another; who, 
though they are all one, are yet far enough from being one per- 
ſon : ſuch an union by which the humanity is abſorbed, as it were, 


having THE SPIRIT) WITHOUT MEASIRE, of which re- - 
ing, conſequent 
r's divinity con- 


_ it, we e the 1 ef the 


_ . | | 1 4 o 
THE END. s 
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